
TODAY’S SPOTLIGHT: FROG AND TOAD WALK
Saturday
Blackstar/Sierra Peak/Fremont Mountain
Bike Loop: 8 a.m. Experienced riders. Free.
Irvine Land Conservancy, 
Sunday
Beginner Ride in Weir Canyon: 10 a.m. Free.
Irvine Land Conservancy. Reservations and
information for both rides:
www.irvineranchconservancy.org or 714-508-
4757.

CYCLING

Tuesday
Spring is
Here Wild-
flower hike:
9 a.m. Crystal
Cove State
Park. Meet at
El Moro Visi-
tor Center. Parking: $10. Reservations and in-
formation: 949-494-3539.
Wednesday
Quail Hill Mid-Week Hike: 9 a.m. Bommer
Canyon. Free. Reservations and information:
www.irvineranchconservancy.org or 714-508-
4757.
Thursday
Weir Canyon Cardio Hike: 3:30 p.m. Free. Ir-
vine Land Conservancy, Reservations and in-
formation: www.irvineranchconservancy.org or
714-508-4757.

HIKING

Saturday, Tuesday, Thursday
Cal Coast Track Club: 7 a.m. Saturday; 
5:45 p.m. Tuesdays; and 5:45 p.m. Thursday.
Saturday run meets at Corona del Mar High
School track field, 2101 E. Bluff, Newport
Beach, Tuesday run meets at Turtle Rock
Community Park parking lot, Sunnyhill
Drive, Irvine; and Thursday run meet at
In-N-Burger, 4115 Campus Drive, Irvine. In-
formation: www.calcoasttrack.com or 714-668-
9148, ext. 102.
Sunday
Spirit Run: First race begins at 7:45 a.m.;
25th running of Newport Beach family race
featuring 10K, 5K adult and kid’s run, half-
mile, quarter-mile and one-mile kid’s run.
Fashion Island, Newport Beach. $16-$30.
Registration and information: 949-222-3131.

RUNNING

Sunday
Quail Hill Ride: 9 a.m. Free.
Irvine Land Conservancy, Res-
ervations and information:
www.irvineranchconservancy.org
or 714-508-4757.

EQUESTRIAN

Saturday or Sunday
Upper Newport Bay Kayak Tour: 10 a.m. Sat-
urday from Newport Dunes Waterfront Re-
sort. Sunday from Newport Aquatic Center.
Upper Newport Bay Ecological Reserve.
Cost: $15 including kayak rental. Rain can-
cels. Reservations and information: 949-923-
2269.

KAYAKING

Daily
Dana Wharf Whale Watch-
ing: 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.
daily; $19-$29. Dana Wharf
Sportfishing, 34675 Golden
Lantern, Dana Point. Reser-
vations and information:
www.danawharfsportfishing-
.com or 949-496-5794.
● Davey’s Locker Whale
Watching: 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Monday-Friday. 9 a.m., noon
and 2:30 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday; $20-$25. 400 Main
St., Balboa, Newport Beach.
Reservations and informa-
tion: www.daveyslocker.com or
949-673-1434.
● Newport Landing Whale
Watching: 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
weekdays and 9 a.m., noon
and 2:30 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. Sightings are guar-
anteed; $20-$25. 309 Palm,
Suite F, Balboa, Newport
Beach. 949-675-0550.
● Captain Dave’s Dolphin Sa-
fari: 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and
2:15 p.m. Dana Point. Cost:
$49 adults, $35 kids. Reserva-
tions and information:
www.dolphinsafari.com or 949-
488-2828.

WHALE WATCH

Saturdays
Fun Roll Saturdays: 10:30 a.m.; 16-mile round-
trip for all ages and levels. Meet just north of
the Huntington Beach Pier at the amphithe-
ater. Lot parking $7. Information:
www.funroll.com
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A chill settles into the winter
green valley and the skies are
threatening rain. The twilight
seems to glow.

The mood is certainly set. Now
will the frogs come and greet us?
That’s a tough one to answer.
They’re a capricious bunch. A cho-
rus of them one moment, silence
the next. Just when you think
you’re about to uncover dozens of
them, or even a few, it all goes
quiet.

Searching for frogs and toads in
the chilly moonlight is a different
sort of intrigue. It’s partly the thrill
of the hunt and partly the simple
pleasance of an evening walk in the
woods.

A half hour earlier, we were en-
joying the company of a male west-
ern toad chirping, almost whim-
pering to be let go as Donna O’Neill
Land Conservancy naturalist Do-
rea Martin gently held him up for
our inspection. He was a fine lad
with beefy thighs that make for
haute cuisine in other places, but

here is simply
out of the ques-
tion.

He is well
taken care of as
an instructional
animal for the
conservancy,
and he’s good at
his job. He must
be, since most
of the dozen
people gath-
ered for the eve-
ning take turns

inspecting him up close. The kids
pet him. Martin and the conser-
vancy’s executive director Heidi
Keller give a brief introduction us-
ing the toad, a California tree frog,
some tadpoles, a few books, sever-
al photos, and the recordings of lo-
cal native frog and toad sounds or
“songs” as they are called.

It becomes obvious quickly the
songs vary from species to species
quite a bit. Though typically, males
do the vocalizing. “The thing is, we
don’t have that many frogs in the
area, so it’s easy to become an ex-
pert,” Keller said with a chuckle.

The brief talk over, we head sev-
eral hundred yards deeper into the
conservancy’s gated territory.
Keller warns that it’s nature, and
there is no guarantee we’ll see any
frogs in the wild. The rain drops we
are expecting should have fallen
hours ago. That would have
spurred a flurry of frog activity.

The site of a dozen small spot
lights scurrying along the ground
and brush on the trail is part of the
poetry of an evening hike experi-
ence. The crisp air, the stillness of a
meadow, the coming and going of a

frog chorus all nearly obscure the
fact we’re not having much luck
finding what we came here for.

Martin checks under the small
wooden bridge over a creek and
the group slinks along looking and
listening. No one seems disap-
pointed when we head back to our
cars. An off night frog hunting is
still a better than an average Sat-
urday night. 
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CROAK: Naturalist Dorea Martin shows a western toad, which is used as an instructional animal. Hikers on the frog and toad walk at the Donna
O’Neill Land Conservancy in San Juan Capistrano got an up-close look at the toad and a California tree frog (both in captivity) before the hike. 

FORAGING FOR FROGS
The frog walk at Donna O’Neill Conservancy

is popular with children as well as adults.
By SHAWN PRICE

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER
Frog & Toad
Walk II
7-9 p.m., April 1 2
The Donna O’Neill
Land
Conservancy, San
Juan Capistrano.
$5-$ 1 0 or free for
members.
Reservations and
information:
949-489-9778
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WHAT’S THAT SOUND? Carrying flashlights, Nick Sariego, 7, left,
and Alex Collas, 8, both of Lake Forest, participate in the first of two
frog and toad walks held at the Donna O’Neill Land Conservancy.
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